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derives from the instinct of self-assertion ; but, though
it is probably complicated and reinforced in many cases
by the co-operation of this impulse, it can hardly be
wholly identified with it. Nor can it be identified with
the combative impulse; for this too seems to persist
in the most highly civilised peoples with all its fierce
strength and its specific brutal tendency to destroy the
opponent. The obscurity of the subject and the im-
portance of this impulse of rivalry in the life of societies
tempt me to offer a speculation as to its nature and origin
that is suggested by the issue of our discussion of the
playful fighting of young animals.

The impulse of rivalry is to get the better of an
opponent in some sort of struggle; but it differs from
the combative impulse in that it does not prompt to,
and does not find satisfaction in, the destruction of the
opponent. Rather, the continued existence of the rival,
as such, but as a conquered rival, seems necessary for
its full satisfaction; and a benevolent condescension
towards the conquered rival is not incompatible with
the activity of the impulse, as it is with that of the com-
bative impulse. Now, these peculiarities of the impulse
of rivalry, when stripped of all intellectual complications,
seem to be just those of the modified form of the com-
bative impulse that seems to underlie the playful fighting
of young animals. May it not be, then, that the impulse
of rivalry is essentially this impulse to playful fighting, the
impulse of an instinct differentiated from the combative
instinct in the first instance in the animal world to secure
practice in the movements of combat ? In favour of this
view it may be pointed out that in the human race the
native strength of the impulse of rivalry seems on the
whole to run parallel with, or to be closely correlated with,
the strength of the pugnacious instinct. The impulse of
rivalry is very strong in the peoples of Europe, especially,
perhaps, in the English people; it constitutes the principal
motive to almost all our many games, and it lends its
strength to the support of almost every form of activity.
It cannot be denied that we are a highly pugnacious
people or that our Anglo-Saxon and Danish and Norman